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A NEW INSTRUMENT. 
BY J. A, STUCKY, M.D. 


I desire to call the attention of the pro- 
fession to an instrument for removing elon- 
gated uvula. A glance 

at the accompanying 
cut will give one a 
good idea of the in- 
strument. The advan- 
tages claimed for it are, 
(1) simplicity and du- 
rability, (2) ease of ma- 
nipulation, (3) curved 
handles, better grasping 
claws, and an arrange- 
ment of same on the 
under surface of the 
scissors. When the 
blades are opened the 
claws project one sixth of 
an inch from the cutting 
edge, so that in closing 
the blades in operating 
the uvula is caught in 
the claws firmly before 
the blades touch, in this 
manner holding it per- 
fectly, and preventing 
/ its being jerked out of 
ee </ the way by spasmodic 
action of velum-palati or fauces. It also 
prevents the amputated portion from falling 
into pharynx. In addition to this, the han- 
dles are long and curved, so that the hand 
of the operator does not obstruct his view 
of the parts during the operation. The cut 
surface of the uvula is pushed against the 
post-pharyngeal wall during the act of deg- 
lutition, in this way preventing irritation 
from food and thus interfering with the heal- 
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ing ofthe stump. ‘The instrument was made 
for me by the well-known firm of John 
Reynders & Co., New York. 

LEXINGTON, Ky. 


MURIATE OF OOOAINE AS A LOOAL 
ANESTHETIO. 


BY W. CHEATHAM, M. D. 


On October 14th I read, in the Medical 
Record of New York, a letter by Dr. H. D., 
Noyes, in which he referred to the above 
substance as a local anesthetic. Cocaine is 
the alkaloid of erythroxylon coca, a plant 
that resembles tea and coffee and is found 
in Peru and Bolivia. 

The day after reading the letter of Dr. 
N. I used a two-per-cent solution in a case 
operated upon for convergent squint, with- 
out pain to my patient. A report of this 
case will appear in the November number 
of the American Practitioner. Since then 
1 have used it in the following cases : 

I first tried it in my own eye, pro- 
ducing dilatation of the pupil with total 
anesthesia. 

Miss H., aged fifteen, had divergent squint. 
Dropped into the eye a two-per-cent solution 
at three different times. The drug appeared 
to produce local anesthesia, but the patient 
being afraid to have the internal rectus ad- 
vanced and the external cut without ether, 
I gave it to her. 

The following day I operated upon three 
cases of pterygium. In all three I used 
the cocaine, with no pain to my patients, 
On Wednesday last I extracted a senile catar- 
act ina patient upon whom I had performed 
the preliminary iridectomy six yearsago. The 
patient was exceedingly nervous, so much so 
that she had lost forty pounds, and her gen- 
eral condition was very much reduced from 
from worry during the last three months 
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over the impending operation. The patient 
complained of no pain; had complete con- 
trol of her eye, moving it in all directions 
during the operation. The cortex was quite 
soft and difficult to remove. I left the eye 
as clear as possible. I never saw an ex- 
traction done with less violence to the eye. 
The instruments were all well washed in a 
solution of bichloride of mercury, one to two 
thousand. The bowels had moved well dur- 
ing morning. The patient was taking qui- 
nine at the time. It will be observed that 
all was favorable to an early recovery. Yet 
on the second day suppurative irido-cyclitis 
Set in with, I fear, destruction of the eye. 
Did the cocaine have any thing to do with 
this resuit? I think not. It is simply one 
of those anomalous cases which every oper- 
ator occasionally encounters, I should 
have said that there was no kidney trouble 
in the case. It may be well, at least until 
we know more of the drug, to be a little 
cautious in using it in such cases. How- 
ever, I expect to operate upon several 
cataracts soon, and shall again try the 
cocaine. 

To-day I operated upon another case of 
convergent squint, in which [ used the 
cocaine. In this case I had to use the fixa- 


tion forceps twice, as I failed at first to get 


hold of the sub-conjunctival tissue. There 
was no pain. The patient was a nervous 
young girl, fifteen years old. 

Judging from my own and from the ex- 
perience of others, I believe we have in 
muriate of cocaine a drug second to none in 
its benefits to humanity. I believe it will 
be of great’ service in all surgery of the 
mucous membranes, conjunctival, buccal, 
nasal, rectal, and urethral. I have used it 
in acase of aural neuralgia with satisfaction. 
In it we have a medicine by which we can 
allay pharyngeal sensation so as to use the 
laryngoscope and rhinoscope with little 
difficulty. Our solutions will no doubt have 
to be stronger than two per cent. 

I feel just now that I can not say enough 
in praise of this wonderful drug. I hope 
some of our special and general  sur- 
geons will favor us with their experience 
with cocaine in urethral, rectal, and vaginal 
surgery. 

LouIsvILLE, Ky. 


Pror. H. von Zetssi, the distinguished 
syphilidologist, died at Vienna on the 23d 
of September. His age was sixty-seven 
years. 
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REMARKS ON THE RELATION OF IMPO- 
TENCE TO STERILITY IN 
THE WOMAN. 


BY L. Ss. OPPENHEIMER, M. D. 


Impotence is here confined to an inabil- 
ity to completely perform the sexual act, 
If this condition is congenital we usually 
find the erectile tissues lax, flabby, and lack- 
ing blood. ‘There is no sexual excitement, 
the sensations of coitus are more annoying 
than pleasurable, while the sexual orgasm 
of the uterus and the impression of a climax 
of voluptuousness normally accompanying 
the act are entirely absent. 

It is sometimes, though not often, possi- 
ble for one of these conditions to be pres- 
ent and pregnancy to supervene; but when 
all co-exist, even though the menses and 
generative apparatus appear normal, fecun- 
dation will probably not take place. 

The sexual orgasm of the uterus referred 
to normally occurs at the height of sexual 
excitement, and consists of a number of 
rapid contractions and relaxations of the 
cervix, a clonic spasm in which the os opens 
and closes with a sort of suction move- 
ment, which lasts only for a few seconds, 
when all is again quiet. It is believed that 
this act of suction is a mechanico-phy- 
siological function, and results in drawing 
the seminal fluid into the uterine cavity. 

The opposite extreme from utter impo- 
tence is equally effective in giving rise to 
barrenness. Courty says that excessive sex- 
ual excitement, an orgasm passing all limits, 
as is the case with some hysterics, can give 
rise to a veritable spasmodic or convulsive 
habit in the sexual organs, more particularly 
in the utero-ovarian apparatus, and thereby 
result in sterility. Barrenness in this in- 
stance probably depends upon the continu- 
ous activity of the uterine walls and the 
consequent inability of this organ to retain 
the male germ. 

Many of the causes of sterility in the 
woman are very obscure. It is, therefore, 
not at all strange that congenital impotency, 
which is comparatively rare, should be usu- 
ally overlooked or undervalued.  Statis- 
tics, as a natural sequence, are almost en- 
tirely wanting in this field, notwithstanding 
the labors of Beigel, Rouband, and a few 
others in this direction. 

This brief article intends merely to call 
attention to this as an important factor in 
the production of some cases of sterility, 
because very few of the writers on gyne 
cology make any reference whatever to it. 















The diagnosis is usually made without any 
difficulty. A thorough investigation should 
invariably be demanded if the patient is to 
be treated rationally. 

It is my intention here more especially to 
deal with the treatment of those cases in 
which no decided signs of disease exist, 
that is, purely functional impotence. In 
these cases much benefit may be expect- 
ed from the use of good tonics, hot vaginal 
injections, aperients, moderate exercise, and 
electrization. So-called aphrodisiacal med- 
icines will be found far inferior to these. 
It may appropriately be added here that 
the much vaunted damiana has never had 
the slightest influence upon the cases in 
which the writer used it. 

Faradization has given most gratifying 
results. It is of especial value where the 
menstrual flow is scanty, irregular, or en- 
tirely absent; if it be excessive galvaniza- 
tion is preferable. The electricity is applied 
by means of an intra-uterine electrode, the 
sponge electrode being passed over the sa- 
cral, lumbar, iliac, and supra-pubic regions. 
Faradization of the vaginal walls is often 
beneficial. The sittings should take place 
twe to three times a week, and last from 
fifteen to thirty minutes each. 

The physician should in no case of ster- 
ility ever make a definite promise of a cure. 
Nor is it always safe to promise a cure of 
simple functional impotence. It may how- 
ever be safely said that three month’s treat- 
ment of the latter is a sufficiently long 
time to decide the virtues of any single 
method of treatment. Much, of course, 
depends upon the size and condition of the 
utero-ovdrian apparatus. The following 
case report is appended because it presents 
a typical illustration of the results of fara- 
dization alone: 

Mrs. T., aged thirty-two, had been mar- 
ried four years, menses normal, health good. 
Lacked totally the sexual appetite, and 
intercourse was annoying. Had never 
been pregnant, but greatly desired offspring. 
Genital organs apparently normal except 
the uterus, which had a short, conical neck. 
Intra-uterine faradization was begun and 
continued for six weeks. The following 
menstrual period was passed without any 
show of blood. The lady confessed that 
the sexual appetite had suddenly appeared, 
and she had at once conceived. She was 
delivered at full term of a healthy male 
child weighing twelve and a half pounds. 
One and a half years later, failing to be- 
come pregnant a second time, the sexual 
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desire having been entirely absent since 
the birth of the first child, she again ap- 
plied for treatment. Faradization was again 
resorted to and continued for five weeks, 
when the sexual passion again returned. 
In about six weeks thereafter she con- 
ceived a second time, and was delivered a 
few months since of her second child. 
Seymour, IND. 


Miscellany. 


THe New Locat ANestHetic.—Dr, C, 
R. Agnew, at a recent meeting of the 
New York Academy of Medicine, gave it 
as his opinion that since the discovery of 
anesthesia by ether and chloroform, noth- 
ing had been given to surgery of more prac- 
tical interest than the hydrochlorate of co- 
caine. 

He described an operation for the re- 
moval of cataract by von Graefe’s method, 
performed upon an aged female at the Man- 
hattan Hospital. A two-per-cent solution 
was used, and three instillations of one drop 
each were made at intervals of five min- 
utes. In nine minutes after the last instil- 
lation the operation was complete, and the 
bandage placed over the eye. All the in- 
conveniences and dangers of a general an- 
esthetic were avoided. The drug produces 
mydriasis as a secondary effect, and the 
anesthesia is of short duration. 

Two of the fellows showed their faith in 
Dr. Agnew’s word by submitting themselves 
to the experimentum crucis. They got each 
a drop in the eye, and had their conjunc- 
tive pinched with the forceps, without show- 
ing any sign of pain. 

Dr. Burchard bore testimony to the pain- 
less opening of a felon after the affected 
finger had been held in the cocaine solu- 
tion for some time. 

It is not improbable that the new local 
anesthetic will successfully substitute the 
general anesthetic, in all cases of minor sur- 
gery at least. 


THe Livery: CHEESE.—At the regular 
quarterly meeting of the Michigan State 
Board of Health, October 7th, the Secre- 
tary touched up the poison-cheese question 
as follows (Journal American Medical As. 
sociation): Seven outbreaks in Michigan 
had been reported this year, in which there 
were one hundred and ninety cases of sick- 
ness, but no deaths. The symptoms follow- 
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ing the eating of the cheese were very sim- 
ilar in all cases, consisting of pain in the 
stomach, cramping of muscles, coldness of 
extremities, and great prostration, with vio- 
lent retching and purging, lasting for sev- 
eral hours. In most cases the larger the 
amount of cheese eaten the more violent 
were the symptoms. Samples of the Lowell 
cheese had an acid reaction and a peculiar 
strong odor, believed to be due to capril- 
lic or capraic acid; examined with a one- 
tenth-inch immersion objective, the cheese 
was found to contain the mycelium of a 
mold, and to be swarming with several 
kinds of actively moving bacteria. Sam- 
ples of the cheese were sent to Dr. V. C. 
Vaughan, of Michigan University, and to 
Prof. T. J. Burrill, of the Illinois State In- 
dustrial University, for further examination, 


SUICIDE ON THE INCREASE.—In comment- 
ing upon the alarming prevalence of suicide 
at this era, the Lancet says: The rate at 
which men and women live nowadays has 
something to do with this feeling. Boys 
and girls are men and women in their ac- 
quaintance with, and experiences of, life 
and its so-called pleasures and sorrows, at 
an age when our grandparents were inno- 
cent children in the nursery. The young 
men of the day are d/asé at two or three- 
and-twenty, the young women exnuyée. Life 
is played out before its meridian is reached, 
or the burden of responsibility is thrust 
upon the consciousness at a period when the 
mind can not in the nature of things be 
competent to cope with its weight and at- 
tendant difficulties. All this has been said 
before. There is not a new word or a new 
thought in it, and yet it is a very terrible 
and pressing subject. We can not give it 
the go-by. “Forced” education, commenced 
too early in life and pressed on too fast, is 
helping to make existence increasingly dif- 
ficult. Weare running the two-year-old colts 
in a crippling race, and ruining the stock. 
If able and impartial observers would make 
it their business to ascertain the facts about 
suicide, they would be doing a good and 
useful work. We believe, not without some 
data upon which to base our speculations, 
that suicide /s increasing, and that the ac- 
tive cause of the evil is mind-weakness, the 
result of forced development and prema- 
ture responsibility. Hasty and too early 
marriages, too anxious struggles for success 
in life, too hazardous ventures in business 
enterprise, the rush of undisciplined and 
untrained minds into the arena of intellec- 
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tual strife, and, above all, that swinging of 
the self-consciousness—pendulum-like—be- 
tween excess in rigor of self-control and 
untempered license, which constitutes the 
inner experience of too many, are proxi- 
mate causes of the break-down or agony of 
distress which ends in suicide. The under- 
lying cause is impatience, social, domestic, 
and personal, of the period of preparation 
which nature has ordained to stand on the 
threshold of life, but which the haste of 
“progress” treats as delay. It is not delay, 
but development ; albeit this is a lesson which 
rash energy has yet to learn from sober sci- 
ence. 


A Mepievat Retic.—At the recent 
meeting of the American Gynecological 
Association, Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas showed 
and made some interesting remarks about a 
medieval relic which had recently come into 
his possession. He had spent the past sum- 
mer in a little, out-of-the-way Long Island 
village. 

A friend in this village had recently 
received, as a bequest, from France, some 
thirty large, old-fashioned trunks. These 
trunks contained old MSS., books, jewelry, 
dresses, and odds and ends of all descrip- 
tions. In one of the trunks a very peculiar 
harness, which puzzled the gentleman, was 
found. It was submitted to Dr. Thomas. 
Upon examination, it was found to consist 
of a jointed steel girdle, covered with vel- 
vet—intended to encircle the waist of the 
wearer—and a semicircular rod of solid 
steel, with two circumscribed dilatations, 
joining the circular girdle at right angles. 
It was evidently meant to be employed in 
the same way, though for a different pur- 
pose, as the female T bandage. ‘The dia- 
mond-shaped dilatation, intended to fit ac- 
curately the vulvar orifice, was guarded upon 
both sides, on the inner edge with sharp 
steel teeth, pointing downward, forward, 
and outward. The circular ring designed 
for the anal orifice was provided with steel 
teeth in an identical manner. Armorial 
bearings were discovered upon different 
portions of the harness. Behind, at the 
point of junction of the girdle with the 
perineal rod, was the place for a lock, or 
rather seal. The diagnosis was plain. It 
was a ceinture, similar in shape and design 
to the girdle of Diana de Poitiers, which 
every one who visits Paris sees in the A/usée 
de Cluny. The Crusaders were evidently 
in the habit of locking up home effects be- 
fore their departure to the wars. 
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HYGIENE OF THE MOUTH IN THE NEw- 
Born.—In an article on the diseases of the 
mouth in infants (erythema, Bednar’s aph- 
the, stomatitis catarrhalis, thrush, etc.), Dr. 
Epstein states it as his belief that the most 
frequent cause of these affections is to be 
found in the manner of washing the mouth 
of the new-born child. The cleansing of 
the mouth, as usually performed by nurses 
and midwives, is done roughly and unskill- 
fully, and not only causes injury to the 
mucous membrane, but is also frequently 
the means of introducing infection from 
without. He advises that the buccal cavity 
be washed only once a day after the morn- 
ing bath, and protests especially against 
cleansing the mouth immediately after birth 
without previous disinfection of the nurse’s 
hands. Inthe treatment of aphthe no at- 
tempt should be made to remove any 
patches except those that lie within sight 
and easy reach, and any undue force 
should be most carefully avoided. — Centra/- 
blatt fiir, Gyndkol-gie ; Record. 


Perrect Fi_rers.—The excellent idea 
of turning to account for sanitary purposes 
the simple method used by M. Pasteur for 
separating microbes from their medium of 


culture has suggested itself to M. Cham- 


berlain. He finds that even the most im- 
pure water, after filtration through a porous 
porcelain tube, is perfectly freed from germs 
and microbes. Under a pressure of two 
atmospheres twenty liters of water per day 
can be obtained from a tube .20 meter in 
length and .o25 metre in diameter. Tubes 
so used can be cleaned by plunging them 
in boiling water or heating them in a flame 
till the organic matter coating the exterior 
is destroyed. He proposes, therefore, that 
porous porcelain vessels should be used as 
filtering media, the external surface being 
exposed to the impure water. 


MURDER FROM PROFESSIONAL JEALOUSY. 
Professional jealousy is a too common trait 
of medical as well as other men. The 
diastrous results of such jealousy are but 
too apparent in every considerable town. 
In large towns and cities it is the especial 
reproach of medical men. Lately a very 
sad case has passed through the Virginia 
court. One doctor was charged with hav- 
ivg murdered another in his office at Tan- 
giar Island, Accomac County, Va. The 
full details are given in the papers from 
which we abstract the facts brought out on 
the trial. It seems that a Dr. Walter attend- 
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ed one course of lectures and then, as too 
many young men do, started to practice at 
the above place. He pleased the people and 
soon had a large clientéle. Soon he left to 
attend his second course and get his degree. 
While he was gone, Dr. Pitts came and be- 
gan practice in the same place. Dr. Walter 
returned on receiving his degree, and was 
sought for by many of his old patients. Pro- 
fessional jealousy was at once awakened. 
Bad words, etc., were indulged in. One 
day Dr. Pitts, invited Dr. Walter into his 
office and lockedthe door. A quarrel took 
place, in which Dr. Walter was killed. Ow- 
ing to the local excitement the trial of the 
case was transferred, elsewhere. Then Dr. 
Pitts was found guilty in the second degree 
and sentenced to eighteen years in the pen- 
itentiary. There is no doubt that the mur- 
der was the result of bitter prejudice and 
passion. It does not appear that medi- 
cal men are more jealous than other men, 
but it would seem that a liberal education 
should teach a spirit of toleration and char- 
ity in the best sense of the term.—De/roit 
Lancet. 


THE MEDICAL JouRNAL.—It can not be 
denied that the functions of medical Jour- 
nals could be extended. They lack the in- 
dependent, aggressive spirit which charac- 
terizes and, in great part redeems, the regu- 
lar newspaper. There are gross abuses in 
the medical profession which should be at- 
tacked without mercy. The medical jour- 
nals should take a more active part in medi- 
cal politics. When vacancies are to be 
filled in societies or in colleges, the journals 
content themselves with a simple statement 
of the fact. It would be better if there 
was a little more active advocacy of some 
line of policy in filling the vacancy.— Ail. 
Polyclinic. 


Pror. CHAPMAN says the credit of demon- 
strating the functions of the anterior and 
posterior roots of the spinal nerves belongs 
to Magendie, and not to Sir Charles Bell. 
When Magendie, in 1821, published the 
correct idea, Bell collected and destroyed, 
as he thought, the whole edition of his own 
pamphlet, printed in 1811, which advanced 
the idea that the posterior roots are tropic 
only and quickly published another contain- 
ing thetrueidea. Prof. Chapman hasseena 
copy of Bell’s treatise of 1811 which escap- 
ed destruction, and is now owned by the 
celebrated Richard Owen. — Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. . 
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VANDERBILT’S Girt TO MEDICINE.—Mr. 
W. H. Vanderbilt has put his hand into his 
very capacious pocket, and, taking from 
thence a half million of dollars, has laid it at 
the feet of the trustees of the New York 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

Among the results of this endowment 
will be a new building, constructed in ac- 
cordance with the present requirements of 
medical teaching, and conveniently situ- 
ated with reference to existing hospitals. 
The college is to be congratulated upon its 
well-deserved good fortune. 


A Dentist’s RevENGE—Servep HIM 
RiGHT.—A curious case is presented in one 
of the San Francisco courts. It seems that 
a dentist agreed to fill the teeth of a patient 
for. $17.50, but after the work was done 
made his charge $22.50. Payment of this 
sum being refused, he forcibly removed the 
fillings. Suit wasthen brought by the pa- 
tient for damages, and a verdict has been 
rendered against the dentist for $217.50, 
together with the costs of the suit.— Medica/ 
and Surgical Reporter. 


VERY Poison WATER.—A boy who was 
recently bathing in the river Medlock, in 
Manchester, got out of his depth and swal- 
lowed some of the water, which was par- 
ticularly filthy. Though immediately res- 
cued by another lad, he expired shortly 
afterward, death, it is stated, resulting not 
from drowning, but from poisoning. (Lan- 
cet.) The Philadelphia Medical Times offers 
this as a solemn, warning to bathers in the 
Schuylkill river. 


TypHoip Fever AND Bap Water.—A 
correspondent of the Lancet says that a 
vessel arrived at Newcastle-on-Tyne, early 
in September, with two cases of typhoid 
fever on board. One of these was fatal, 
and “one or two of those who attended on 
the patients caught the infection.” The 
ship was from Norway and had taken its 
supply of water from Stettin. This water 
under analysis proved to be little better 
than sewage. 


Dr. Howarp A. KELLY, of Philadelphia, 
reports, in the October number of The 
‘American Journalof Medical Sciences, acase 
of the occurrence of ascaris mystax in the 
human body. It is believed to be the ninth 
case on record, and the first observed in 
this country. Dr. Kelly believes that it is 
simply an accidental parasite in the human 


body, and that it is probably but one of the 
rarer of the risks from using food contam- 
inated by filth. 


Dr. C. H. Hatt has been making some 
observations upon the water-tenders in the 
fire-rooms of ocean steamers. , The subjects 
are exposed to a temperature of about 100° 
F. He observed that the cutaneous veins 
became swollen with blood, and that the 
pulse rose to 180 per minute, while the tem- 
perature under the tongue mounted to 
103.5° F. The respiration rose from 18 to 
42 per minute.— Detroit Lancet. 


ACCORDING to the Lancet, the salicylate 
of atropine is displacing the sulphate in 
some quarters. If it does not excel the 
sulphate in a material degree therapeuti- 
cally, it can not long hold place as its sub- 
stitute, since the salicylic salt deliquesces 
quickly in the atmosphere, and is very un- 
stable in solution. 


A bust in bronze of the late J. Marion 
Sims was, at its stated meeting, October 
16th, presented to the New York Academy 
of Medicine by Dr. Harry Marion Sims. 
The bust was cast in Paris during the past 
summer, a marble bust made a few years 
ago by the eminent sculptor, DuBois, serv- 
ing as the model. 


Dr. Jonn L. Dickey, of Wheeling, re- 
ports, in The American Journal of Medical 
Sciences for October, the history of a case of 
glioma retine. He appends a summary of 
the literature of this subject, which shows 
that most gliomatous tumors originate dur- 
ing fetal life, and that permanent recovery 
is extremely rare. 


THE contagious pleuro-pneumonia of cat- 
tle, now prevailing in the Western States, is 
said to have been traced to a herd of Jersey 
stock sent west from Baltimore. 


Dr. WiLL1AM OsLeEr, of McGill College, 
Montreal, has been elected to the Chair of 
Clinical Medicine in the University of 
Pennsylvania. 


Tue Pope has given $200,000 for the 
erection of a new hospital at Rome, near 
the Vatican. 


Sir WiLtiAM LAwreENCE defined surgical 
cases as those which pay fees, all others are 
medical. 
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TRAOED TO ITS SOUROE. 


The British Medical Journal of October 
11th gives the details of a serious outbreak 
of enteric fever in Glasgow, which was 
found by Dr. Russell, the Medical Officer 
of Health for the city, to have come from 
a distant source through the medium of 
the milk-supply. 

In a report of the endemic which this 
officer laid before the Town Council of 
Glasgow the following facts were brought 
to light : 

The outbreak began during the last week 
of August and reached its height on the 
13th of September. Two infirmaries, the 
Western and Royal, and the Belvidere Hos- 
pital were the points of the outbreak, the 
disease being almost éxclusively limited to 
these institutions. In first institution 
forty-four persons were attacked. Among 
the patients of the infirmary there were twen- 


the 


ty-four cases, the remaining eighteen being 
represented by the employes and officials. 


In the second there were twenty-nine cases, 
twenty-three patients and three officials. 


In the third, thirty-one cases were noted, 
twenty-four patients, two nursing mothers, 
four officials, and a lady who had made a 
short visit to the hospital matron. 


In each of these institutions the cases 
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occurred in all parts of the house, the out- 
break was almost simultaneous in all, and 
in none could it be credited to fever pa- 
tients admitted from without, nor was there 
“any similar rise in the number of cases in 
the city generally.” 

In view of these facts, Dr. Russell was 
led to believe that the outbreak in all three 
of the institutions was due to a common 
cause. Before searching for this, however, 
the drains of the Western, the place in 
which the disease made its earliest and 
most violent manifestations, were submitted 
to a careful inspection, and under the 
smoke-test were found to be without sig- 
nificant defect. 

In looking for the common cause, it was 
found that the three institutions had their 
milk-supply from one and the same contrac- - 
tor, and that several persons not connected 
in any way with the hospital, who used this 
milk, were suffering with the disease. 

Being as he believed upon the trail of the 
infection, the Health officer set to work to 
investigate the sources of the milk-supply. 
This he found to be derived from about 
forty farms scattered over several counties. 
A circular was at once sent to each of these 
farms, which made inquiry as to the health 
of the farmer’s family, his work people, and 
his cattle, from the 1st of June tothe date 
of issue of the circular. All reported per- 
fect health, save one man whose farm lay 
near Fergushill, a village of Ayrshire. This 
farmer admitted that several of his cows 
had been and were at this time sick from 
a disease which, in the opinion of the local 
veterinary surgeon, was due to bad water 
drunk by the stock; that about the time 
of the outbreak in Glasgow one of his 
dairymaids had been attacked with enteric 
fever, that the disease was endemic in the 
adjacent villages of Fergushill and Bensley, 
there having been during the last two years 
over one hundred cases in a population of 
about 1,100 persons, and that the sewage 
from these places ran into the stream from 
which he obtained the supply of drinking- 
water for his cattle. 
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On further investigation the statements of 
the farmer were found to be correct, and an 
examination of the water showed it to be 
grossly contaminated with sewage products. 

The above is interesting as a piece 
of very clever sanitary work, and in itself 
is a sufficient rebuke to that shallow preju- 
dice against hygienic science which in some 
parts of our land would encumber, if it can 
not bar, the difficult path of those who labor 
systematically in the cause of public health. 

It is further significant in that it gives 
emphasis to the well-known and too-little 
heeded fact, that while milk is one of the 
most prolific sources of disease, the dairy- 
men in many localities are allowed to man- 
age their affairs according to their own 
notions of honesty and the hygienic fitness 
of things, while thousands of gallons of 
so-called milk, drawn from swill-fed, sewage- 
watered, and often diseased stock, redolent 
of manure, swarming with micro-organisms, 
spiced with pus, blood, and epithelium, 
stretched with bad pump or bog water, 
touched up with chalk, and emasculated of 
its cream, until it is not worthy to grace the 
board of a respectable hog, are daily poured 
down the throats of the unsuspecting inhab- 
itants of our towns, without due let or hin- 
drance from those who have, or should have, 
the authority to mend or end the evil. 

The many minor ailments which follow 
in the wake of the noisy milk-wagon are 
never noted by the sanitarian, but the hun- 
dreds of serious endemics of scarlet fever, 
typhoid fever, and diphtheria which bad 
milk has been known to engender, to say 
nothing of a probably large sifting of tuber- 
culosis, call for such special legislation as 
shall insure a searching sanitary inspection 
of the milk-supply of every city in the land. 


DR. YANDELL'S LIBRARY. 





The fine medical library of the late Dr. 
L. P. Yandell will be privately sold during 
the month of November. Purchasers can 
buy any single book not belonging to a 


« 
series of volumes. These of course will 
be sold in sets. The books have been 
appraised at very liberal figures, carefully 
classified so as to afford no trouble in in- 
spection, and will be sold at a bargain for 
cash. Dr. Yandell was well known as a 
lover of good books, and his collection will 
be found to contain, with the regular stand- 
ard works, some rare and valuable specimens 
of medical literature. Among these may be 
mentioned certain quaint old volumes pur- 
chased by his father from the great library 
of the eminent Prof. Charles Caldwell. See 
advertisement, page 1. 


Bibliography. 


The Medical Compend. Volume 1, No. 1. A 
Monthly Journal of Practical Medicine. H.G, 
BLAINE, M.D., editor. Fifty cents a year, in ad. 
vance. Single copies, 10 cents. Attica, Ohio: 
Published by the Compend Company. 

This new journal is an octavo of 20 
pages. The present number passes before 
the reader a fine array of articles, original 
and selected, in which the editor keeps the 
promise to be found on the title page, that 
“every thing” shall be “ brief and to the 
point.” We give it welcome to our list of 
exchanges, and wish it abundant success. 


Advertiser’s Reference Book. FE. Duncan Snif- 
fin, 3 Park Row, New York. 1884. ‘ Adver- 
tisements properly placed are sure to pay.”’ 
This list is beautifully printed, and con- 

tains every publication of interest to adver- 

tisers in the United States and Canada. Mr. 

Sniffin is known to the press of the whole 

country as a gentleman of great business 

enterprise, who can be trusted without stint 
for wise, prompt, and conscientious atten- 
tion to the interests of his customers. 





Explanation of the Pathology and Thera- 
peutics of the Diseases of the Nerve-cen- 
ters, especially Epilepsy. By J. McF. Gas- 
ton, M. D., Atlanta, Georgia. Advance 
Sheets from the Transactions of the Medical 
Association of Georgia. 


Singular Case of Vertebral Disease, asso- 
ciated with a Tumor in the Abdominal 
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Cavity, Multiple, Hemorrhagic, and other 
Foci in the Liver and Kidneys, and Compli- 
cated by Compression Myelitis. By Richard 
Mollenhauer, M.D., Physician to the North- 
eastern Dispensary, New York. Contribu- 
tions to the Anatomy and Pathology of the 
Nervous System, based on Researches con- 
ducted in the Private, Laboratory of E. C. 
Spitzka, M.D. Series III, No. 3. 


The Physician’s Visiting List for 1885. 
Thirty-fourth year of its publication. Phila- 
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. (succes- 
sors to Lindsay & Blakiston), 1,012 Wal- 
nut Street. 


Transactions of the Louisiana State Medi- 
cal Society at its sixth annual session, held 
at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, May 21, 22, and 
23, 1884. New Orleans: L. Graham & Son, 
Printers. 1884. 


Unofficinal Formulas ; Report of the Com- 
mittee on Private Formulas. By C. Lewis 
Diehl. Reprinted from Proceedings of 
the Kentucky Pharmaceutical Association. 
Louisville: G. H. Deitz & Co. 1884. 


Bronchial Cysts of the Neck. By N. 
Senn, M. D., Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Read 
before the Section on Surgery and Anat- 
omy of the American Medical Association, 
May, 1884. Reprint. Chicago: A. G. 
Newell, Printer. 1884. 


Surgical Delusions and Follies. A revi- 
sion of the Address in Surgery for 1884 of 
the Medical Society of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. By John B. Roberts, A. M., M.D., 
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in the 
Philadelphia Polyclinic; Surgeon to St. 
Mary’s Hospital. Philadelphia: P. Blakis- 
ton, Son & Co., No. 1,012 Walnut Street. 
1884. 


G. P. Putnam’s Sons will shortly publish, 
by arrangement with the Vienna publisher, 
a translation, prepared by Dr. Barney Sachs, 
with the authorization of the author, of Dr. 
Meynert’s Treatise on Psychiatrie. The 
first part of the work, devoted to the ana- 
tomy and physiology of the brain, the pub- 
lishers hope to have ready by the beginning 
of the new year. The work will be fully 
illustrated. 


Manual of Chemistry. A Guide to Lec- 
tures and [.aboratory-work for Beginners 
inChemistry. A Text-book specially adapt- 
ed for Students of Pharmacy and Medi- 
cine. By W. Simon, Ph. D., M. D., Professor 
of Chemistry and Toxicology in the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons of Baltimore ; 
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Professor of Chemistry and Analytical 
Chemistry in the Maryland College of 
Pharmacy, Baltimore, Maryland. With 
sixteen illustrations on wood, and seven 
colored plates representing fifty-six chemi- 
cal reactions. Philadelphia: Henry C. 
Lea’s Son & Co. 1884. 


Correspondence. 


PARIS LETTER. 


[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ] 
Editor Louisville Medical News : 

Cholera is still lingering in the South of 
France, though the admissions and deaths 
are becoming more and more rare, indeed, 
the disease may be said to be literally dy- 
ing out. At Marseilles and Toulon scarcely 
a day passes without one or more fresh cases 
occurring, yet these two towns may be re- 
garded as free from infection, and there 
seems no tendency for the further spread 
of the disease in France. In Italy too, the 
mortality is considerably diminished, that 
at Naples, from being upward of four hun- 
dred daily, has come down to fifty or sixty 
per day. The same may be said of Spain, 
that is, the admissions and deaths are grad- 
ually diminishing, and the disease is not 
spreading beyond the provinces originally 
affected. 

The controversial aspect of the disease 
seems to follow the same course. At the 
Paris Academy of Medicine, the debate 
that has been going on since the outbreak 
of the epidemic is ‘7 extremis and there 
seems to be no prospect of a satisfactory 
solution as to the real nature or pathology 
of the disease. 

At the meeting of the Academy, of last 
week, Drs. Rochard and Jules Guerin were 
the principal speakers, both of them de- 
fending different opinions on the subject of 
cholera. It is well known that M. Guerin 
has for nearly half a century maintained 
that the cholera is the same in all latitudes. 
That the isolated cases which occur in 
Europe during the hot weather are identical 
with those observed on the banks of the 
Ganges. In other words, the disease is 
exactly the same in Europe as that which 
occurs in India. According to M. Guerin, 


cholera is never imported, that it originates 
in the place where it is observed, under the 
influence of certain conditions, which put 
together constitute what is termed “ medi- 
cal constitution.” 


Consequently, the meas- 
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ures adopted to prevent the extension of 
the disease are quite inefficacious, useless, 
and even dangerous The only measures 
that may be considered rational consist in 
the rigorous observance of the laws of 
hygiene, the dispersing of the patients and 
the active treatment of the premonitory 
diarrhea. M. Rochard, in a very able 
discourse, endeavored to refute the three 
points on which M. Jules Guerin founded 
his theory of cholera. M. Rochard main- 
tained that although there may be some 
similitude between the symptoms of the 
different species of cholera, this would not 
imply identity in their nature, for what 
characterizes the difference between the two 
choleras is the intensity and nature of the 
stageof reaction In the * cholera nostras,” 
the reaction is almost nil; when the accidents 
of the first stage are dissipated, the patient 
is all right again in a few hours, there is no 
convalescence. In Asiatic cholera, when 
once the algid stage has passed, the danger 
is not over, the reaction is often very in- 
sidious, irregular, and the patient passes 
through alternative phenomena to which he 
often succumbs. The one is mild while 
the other, the Asiatic cholera, is essentially 
fatal, for since its first appearance in Europe 
there have been upward of three millions 
of victims to the disease. As for the pres- 
ent epidemic there is no doubt that, like all 
the previous epidemics, it has been imported, 
but how it was first introduced into Toulon 
he was unable to say. In comparing, how- 
ever, the present epidemic with the previous 
ones, there ean be no doubt that it has been 
imported. As regards the “epidemic con- 
stitution ” (a term so deplorably vague) re- 
ferred to by M. Guerin, it had _ been 
already refuted by other speakers, and he 
did not think it necessary to dwell on the 
subject. It will suffice to recall to mind the 
report of the physicians of Toulon, in 
which it was stated that before the outbreak 
of the epidemic there were no cases of 
diarrhea, dysentery, or cholerine observed. 
On the question of the sanitary measures 
in vogue, M. Rochard agrees with M. 
Guerin as to their futility as they are now 
carried out, the treatment of the premoni- 
tory diarrhea being excepted, as it must, 
under any circumstances, be promptly at- 
tended to, and the more so during the pre- 
valence of cholera. M. Rochard does not 
believe in land quarantines or in sanitary, 
cordons, but approves of sea quarantines, 
which he says may be of some service in 
preventing the incursion of cholera inland. 
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Dr. Rochard condemns the dispersing of 
cholera patients as proposed by Jules Guerin, 
as it would be the means of spreading the 
disease, though it is a measure which may 
with advantage be applied to healthy indi- 
viduals, particularly those who live in large 
numbers together under the same roof, 
such, for instance, as soldiers in barracks. 

After this able dissertation, which M. Jules 
Guerin said was at least ingenious, he re- 
plied that unless other arguments can be 
produced than those set forth by M. Roch- 
ard, he must abide by his opinion, which 
may be summed up thus: (1) The iden- 
tity or unity of the sporadic and Asiatic 
cholera. (2) The cholera as seen in Euro- 
pean latitudes is due to local causes, and 
there is nothing specific in its nature. (3) 
The disease as known in Europe is neither 
infectious nor contagious, but may be com- 
municable from one individual to another 
only in certain peculiar circumstances, in 
which case the air is the medium of trans- 
mission. (4) The so-called premonitory 
diarrhea is simply the initiatory stage of the 
disease. 

Besides the opinions expressed in the 
above debate, which divide the adver- 
saries into unicists, dualists, contagionists, 
and non-contagionists, there is another class 
which considers the disease as it reigns in 
Europe as being neither the sporadic nor 
Asiatic cholera, but a disease originating 
de novo under special conditions though not 
of a specific character. This, then, may be 
considered as fairly representing the di- 
vided opinion of the profession in this 
country; and it may be interesting to lay 
before your readers the opinions expressed 
by two medical officers who had served in 
India, which are more precise and conse- 
quently of more value than those expressed 
in the interminable discussions that have 
been going on at the Paris Academy of 
Medicine for so many years. 

At the Social Science Congress lately held 
at Birmingham, Dr. Pringle, of the Bengal 
Army, and who has served thirty years in 
India, read a paper on Asiatic cholera, in 
which he stated that an unsanitary condition 
of a locality would not of itself produce, 
or rather originate, cholera; but the results 
of this unsanitation, by producing diarrhea, 
with dysenteric symptoms (probably from 
the condition of the mucous membranes, 
in these cases admitting of the free absorp 
tion of the cholera poison, or germ, oF 
whatever it was), in such a manner and to 
such an extent, in a wonderfully short space 
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Socictics. 


of time, might give rise to so sudden a 
local appearance of the disease, with a rapid 
spreading, that he could understand how 
the outbreak might be regarded as due 
to localcauses. Dr. Pringle appeared to 
favor the view that the disease spreads by 
human intercourse, though not in the con- 
tagious and infectious manner seen in small- 
pox and similar diseases. The author also 
contended that there was no such stage as 
premonitory diarrhea. In true cases of 
Asiatic cholera in India, hundreds of in- 
stances are known in which the sufferers 
were in perfect health till they were seized 
with cholera, which in a few hours, gener- 
ally in severe epidemics, proved fatal in the 
night; and in the case of pilgrims their 
companions left them and marched on. 
This tallies completely with the experience 
of the writer of this letter, who had been 
in the Indian army for several years, and 
who himself was affected with the disease. 
Dr. Pringle’s views on the subject of treat- 
ment were those of believers in the theory 
of elimination of the poison, and he was 
strongly opposed to the employment of 
opiates and alcoholic stimulants, as he was 
satisfied that, in the stage of reaction and 
consequent reabsorption following that of 
collapse, they tended to the production of, 
if they did not actually produce, the febrile 
symptoms and those of congestion, which 
often proved fatal after the stage of collapse 
had been passed. Dr. Pringle found 
that nursing was the sheet-anchor in cholera. 
As regards preventive measures the author 
was of opinion that that which removes the 
conditions which produce diarrhea and dys- 
entery, and which seeks out and treats these 
cases, is the best measure of prevention. 
Quarantine on land is worse than useless; 
it conceals the disease when present, and 
secretly admits it when, till then, absent. 

Dr. Norman Chevers, also of the Bengal 
Army, and who has been thirty years in 
India, gave his experience at the same meet- 
ing of the Social Science Congress, of which 
he was president, as follows: At the com- 
mencement of an outbreak the majority at- 
tacked died; at the end of the outbreak the 
majority got well, whatever the treatment 
might be. He had lived thirty years in 
Calcutta, where cholera existed as a pesti- 
lence three months in every year, and he 
had never known cholera conveyed from one 
man to another. He thought that people 
in health might go as near a cholera- -patient 
as they liked, but if they lived in an insani- 
lary house they should see to it. 

Paris, Octover 10, 1884. 


ASSOCIATION OF STATE BOARDS OF 
HEALTH. 


The second conference of the State 
Boards of Health was held in Liederkrantz 
Hall, Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, October 
13th. ‘The organization of this body is due 
to Dr. J. N. McCormack, of Kentucky, and 
Dr. H. B. Baker, of Michigan. The first 
session was held during the meeting of the 
American Medical Association at Washing- 
ton last May, at which time, after electing 
the Hon, Erastus Brooks, of the New York 
Board of Health, President, and Dr. J. N. 
McCormack, of Kentucky, Secretary, it ad- 
journed to meet at St. Louis during the 
meeting of the American Public Health As- 
sociation. After a few remarks from the 
President, congratulating the body on the 
number of representatives present from the 
different State Boards, and of the amount 
of interest shown in sanitary matters, the 
society began its work. The minutes of the 
Washington meeting were read and ap- 
proved, and steps were taken for more thor- 
ough organization. 

The first paper presented was by Dr. 
J. H. Rauch, of the Illinois State Board of 
Health, on Responsibility in Contagion. He 
spoke of the absence of any wide-spread 
contagion since the fever of 1878. Here- 
tofore cholera had always appeared in 
America when it had been epidemic in 
Europe. Its absence the present summer 
was due to the efficiency of the Immigration 
Inspection Service. The danger was from 
the infected baggage of steerage passengers 
or immigrants. A single case of cholera 
was not sufficient to produce an epidemic 
in the United States. The exclusion of 
cholera from this country was a question for 
our legislators and congressmen to decide. 
The things necessary were, First, timely and 
trustworthy information as to the existence 
of the disease in countries and at ports hav- 
ing commercial relations with the United 
States. Second, a national health organi- 
zation, representing the great national sani- 
tary divisions of the country, endowed 
with adequate authority and supplied with 
means commensurate with the duties im- 
posed on it and with power to call upon any 
other branch of the public service for assist- 
ance and co-operation. 

Dr. Stuart, of the National Board of 
Health, read a paper on Facts about Cholera. 
He said science and experience had de- 
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monstrated that cholera was caused by a 
specific germ. That these germs must reach 
the bowels in a living state, and that they 
maintained their vitality and toxic proper- 
ties under many conditions. ‘The most im- 
portant of these being the discharges from 
the bowels, soiled clothing or beds, cess-pools, 
and privies. The destruction of this germ 
can be readily accomplished. After dis- 
cussion it was moved that the Conference 
adjourn to meet with the American Public 
Health Association on the following even- 
ing, at which time they were to have a 
joint discussion on cholera. 


AMERICAN PUBLIO HEALTH ASSOOIA- 
TION. 


The twelfth annual conference of this 
association was held at Liederkrantz Hall, 
St. Louis, October 14th, Dr. Albert L. 
Gihon, Medical Director, United States 
Navy, presiding. ‘The members were wel- 
comed to the city by Dr. J. Spiegelhalter, 
of St. Louis. The Treasurer, Dr. Lindsley, 
of Tennessee, submitted his report. 

Other business being completed, the first 
paper was by Dr. Charles W. Chancellor, 
Secretary of the Maryland State Health 
Board, on The Squalid Dwellings of the 
Poor. An investigation into the condition 
of the poor in our large cities would reveal 
a picture of sanitary vice and misery. In- 
temperance was rife among this class, and 
to a certain extent their desire for stimulants 
was due to their surroundings. To remedy 
this the owners of these dens should be 
compelled to put them in good sanitary con- 
dition. Over-crowding should be prohib- 
ited, and the local authorities should have 
power to enforce these measures. 

The next paper was by Major Samuel A. 
Robinson, Inspector of Plumbing, District 
of Columbia, on The Hygiene of the Habi- 
tations of the Poor. The paper was full of 
practical suggestions as regards the building, 
drainage, and ventilation of dwellings. 
Another paper, by Dr. Wm. K. Newton, 
Health Officer, Patterson, N. J., on The 
Sanitary Survey of a House was read. 

Professor George H. Rohe, of Baltimore, 
contributed a remarkable paper on The 
Hygiene of Occupations. He presented 
statistics prepared by the Massachusetts 
Legislature, covering a period of thirty-one 

years and eight months. The total number 
of deaths, were 144,954; the average age of 
each individual was 50.9 years. Of ten occu- 
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pations the average life of each was as fol- 
lows: Cultivators of the soil, 65.29 years; ac- 
tive merchants, abroad, 56.17; active mer- 
chants, in shops, 47.57; less active merchants, 
in shops, 43.87; laborers, 47.41; Sailors, 46.44; 
clerks, financiers, and agents, 48.95 ; profes- 
ional men, average age, 50.81; females, ay- 
erage age, 39.17; the average age of store 
cutters in Germany was, 36.03; in Amer. 
ica the average age was, 40.90. The au- 
thor suggested that the Conference appoint 
a committee to consider the question of 
the effect of occupation on health. 

Dr. Alt, of St. Louis, presented a paper 
on Protective Spectacles for Workingmen. 
He spoke of the danger to the eyes of those 
exposed to flying chips of metal and stone, 
and of the sympathetic ophthalmia follow. 
ing such injuries. The men should wear 
spectacles to prevent this danger, and the 
employers should provide them for their 
employes. 

Professor Charles O. Curtman, of the 
Missouri Medical College, furnished the next 
paper; subject, Heating and Ventilation. He 
advocated the hot air principle as the one 
best adapted for public buildings. Sur- 
geon W. Thornton Parker, of the United 
States Army, read an able and _ practical 
paper on the Sanitary Management of Rail- 
road Cars and Stations. He urged that 
railrogds should have hospital cars. 

In the evening a public reception was 
tendered the members of the Association. 
The Mayor of the city and Governor Crit- 
tenden delivered addresses of welcome. 

Second Day's Proceedings. ‘The President 
read a paper, by Dr. S. O. Richey, of Wash- 
ington, on Hygiene of Eyesight in Children. 
He spoke of the increase of myopia in our 
schools, and of the prevalence of trachoma, 
with the dangers of eyestrain in young 
children before second dentition. 

A paper was presented on Cotton Seed 
Oil as Food, by Prof. C. E. Munroe, of 
U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis. 

A report of the Committee of School Hy- 
giene was submitted. 

Paper by Dr. Felix Formento, of New 
Orleans, on School Hygiene. 

Paper by Dr. E. C. Elder, Secretary of 
the Indiana State Board of Health, on The 
Sanitary Survey of the School Houses of 
Indiana. 

Prof. V. C. Vaughan, of Michigan, read 
a paper on Poisonous Cheese. 

Dr. J. Cheston Morris, of Philadelphia, 
read a paper on The Milk-supply of Large 
Cities. 
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The evening session was devoted to the re- 
ception of a Report on Cholera, by the As- 


sociation of State Boards of Health, through * 


their Secretary, Dr. McCormack, of Ken- 
tucky. Considerable discussion followed 
the reading of this report. 

Evening Session, Second Day. Ton. Eras- 
tus Brooks, of New York, read a paper on 
The Food We eat and the Adulterations to 
which We submit. 

The next paper was by Surgeon Walter 
Wyman, of U.S. Marine Hospital Service, on 
Hygiene of Sailors Engaged in the Coasting 
Trade. Rev. J. Beugless, Chaplain in U. 
S$. Navy, presented a paper on Cremation. 
Dr. Lindsley read an abstract of a paper 
by Hon. J. M. Keating, of Memphis, on 
Ultimate Sanitation by Fire. An interesting 
discussion followed. 

Third Day, October 16th. Dr. W. B. 
Conery, of Missouri State Board of Health, 
read a paper on Texas Cattle Fever. 

Dr. H. W. Partridge, of Indiana, from 
the Committee on Cattle Diseases, reported 
the presence of pleuro-pneumonia in sev- 
eral localities. 

Dr. G. B. Thornton, of Tennessee, read a 
papet on Sanitation of the Mississippi Valley. 

Dr. J. E. Reeves, of West Virginia, pre- 
sented a paper on Water-supply to Cities 
and Towns on the Upper Ohio River. 

Dr. H. B. Baker, of Michigan, read a 
paper on the Relation of The Depth of Water 
in Wells to Typhoid Fever. 

It was announced that Mr. Henry Lomb, 
of Rochester, N. Y., had offered to give 
$200 to the member of the Association who 
would furnish the best paper on one of the 
following subjects: Healthy Homes, and 
Foods for the Working Classes; Sani- 
tary Conditions and Necessities of School 
Houses and School Life; On Disinfectants 
and Individual Prophylaxis against Infec- 
tious Diseases, and on Appliances for Sav- 
ing Life and for Protection Against Injur- 
ious Influences of Occupations on Health. 
The paper must be submitted to a committee 
appointed by the Association before the 1st 
of April next. 

At the Evening Session, Dr. George M. 
Sternberg, of U. S. Army, and Dr. L. 
Breer, of St. Louis, read papers on Dis- 
ease Germs. These were illustrated by 
humerous micro-photographs. 

Fourth Day, October 17th. The report 
of Committee on Nominations and Place 
for Meeting was received. Dr. J. E. Reeves, 
of West Virginia, was recommended for 
President; Hon. Erastus Brooks, of New 


York, and Dr. Baker, of Michigan, for 
Vice-Presidents. 

Several papers of local interest, respect- 
ing the sanitary condition of St. Louis, were 
read. 

Dr. Gihon, having thanked the members 
present for the compliment paid in elect- 
ing him president, declared the meeting ad- 
journed, to meet again in Washington City, 
in December, 1885. 


Selections. 


INOCULATION OF ERYSIPELAS VIRUS IN A 
Case oF CANCER—DEATH FRom Enrysip- 
ELAS.—It has been thought that erysipelas, 
in the course of the changes impressed by 
it upon the system, in some -way favor- 
ably modifies the activity of malignant 
tumors. 

Dr. Janicke, of Breslau, in a case of 
hopeless recurring cancer of the breast, con- 
cluded to inoculate with erysipelas virus. 
(Centralblatt f. Chir.) The patient was a 
woman of forty years, already twice opera- 
ted on for cancer of the left mamma. The 
growth had reappeared with extensive in- 
volvement of the axilla; the pains were exces- 
sive; general appearance that of health. 
Evidently further operation was out of the 
question. A particle of the erysipelas mi- 
crococcus that had been cultivated in gela- 
tine, about the size of a pin’s head, was 
rubbed into scarifications made in the skin 
over the cancer; the space scarified meas- 
ured a square centimeter. 

In the evening of the same day, 11 A. M., 
was the time of inoculation, there was a 
chill and afterward elevation of tempera- 
ture. Next morning nearly the whole left 
pectoral region was covered with the ery- 
sipelas flush, and there were symptoms of 
increased fever. 

The symptoms increased until, upon the 
fourth day ,collapse set in, and death ended 
the experiment. Stimulants were unavailing, 
the heart probably having been weakened 
by the original disease. The cancer mass 
as a whole had softened and somewhat 
shrunken so that the overlying skin, at first 
tensely stretched, could be raised in little 
folds. The post-mortem revealed that the 
micrococci had penetrated along the abun- 
dant ramifications of the plentiful connec- 
tive tissue into the growth itself, inter-pene- 
trating in places the cancer elements. Cut- 
ting through the growth down to the ribs, 
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extreme serous saturation of the parts was 
found and a corresponding softening. The 
doctor thought that this too intense action 
of the erysipelas micrococcus might be 
avoided by the use of a more modified cult- 
ure.—S?t Louis Courier of Medicine. 


Poisonous SOLDER IN CANNED Goops.— 
Dr. John G. Johnson, having had six cases 
of poisoning from the eating of canned to- 
matoes, read an excellent paper on the sub- 
ject before the New York Medico-Legal 
Society, which is published in the Sanitarian 
for June. He concludes, after a careful re- 
view of the subject, that— 

1. These were not cases of sickness from 
spoiled tomatoes. 

2. They were cases of corrosive poison- 
ing from muriate of zinc and muriate of tin, 

3. This poisonous amalgam must be aban- 
doned. 

4. Exemplary damages, “at the discre- 
tion of the jury,” will be sustained by the 
courts for this reckless tampering with hu- 
man life in using a dangerous means when 
a safe one could be used. 

5. The canners have only themselves to 
thank for the present panic in their business, 
for they have persisted in the use of this 
dangerous amalagam, knowing it was dan- 
gerous. 

6. Every cap should be examined, and, 
if two holes are found in it, send it at once 
to the health board, with the contents and 
the name of the grocer who sold it. 

7. Reject every article of canned food 
that does not show the line of resin around 
the edge of ‘the solder on the cap, the same 
as is seen on the seam at side of the can. 

8. ‘*Standard”’ or first-class goods have 
not only the name of the factory, but also 
that of the wholesale house which sells 
them, on the label. “Seconds,” or doubt- 
ful or ‘‘re-processed” goods, have a “stock- 
label’? of some mythical canning house, but 
do not have the name of any wholesale 
grocer on them. Reject all goods that do 
not have the name of some wholesale firm 
on the label. 

9. A ‘‘swell” or decomposing can of 
goods can always be detected by pressing 
in the bottom of the can. <A sound can, 
pressed, will give a solid feel. When gas 
from the decomposition of the food is in- 
side the can, the tin will rattle by pressing 
the bottom, as you displace the gas in the can. 

10. Reject every can that shows any rust 
around the cap on the inside of the head of 
the can.— Polyclinic. 





Winter HeMOGLOBINURIA.—The Lon. 
don Medical Times, September 27th, pub- 
lishes a clinical lecture on this affection by 
Professor Nothnagel, of Vienna, from which 
we extract as follows: This affection occurs 
under different conditions, the number of 
which has very much augmented with the 
increase of our knowledge in the last fifteen 
years. First we observe hemoglobinuria in 
cases of poisoning; for instance, with car- 
bolic acid, or with other acids, as sulphuric 
and phosphoric acid; also in cases of poi- 
soning by arseniuretted hydrogen; second- 
ly, in burns of the skin; thirdly, in certain 
acute infectious diseases, as, for instance, 
scarlet fever and typhoid. In all these con- 
ditions the affection is rare, thev are of usu- 
ally accompanied by hemoglobinuria. But 
we had an opportunity of observing hem- 
oglobinuria in a large number of cases 
about ten years ago, when the treatment of 
consumption and carcinoma by the trans- 
fusion of lamb’s blood was in vogue. It 
was shown that when the blood of an ani- 
mal of one species is transfused into the 
system of one of another species, it is injur- 
ious to the latter, but when transfused into 
one of the same species it causes no harm. 
If one transfuses blood from a lamb into a 
dog, it may prove fatal to the latter, just as 
it might to a man treated in a similar way. 
The serious symptoms observed in such a 
case are to be considered as a direct conse- 
quence of the transfusion, the blood corpus- 
cles of one species having a pernicious in- 
fluence on those of another. Landois has 
shown that marked hemoglobinuria oc- 
curs in such cases, which he attributes to the 
fact that the red blood corpuscles are dis- 
solved ; itis therefore an artificial hemoglo- 
binuria. Besides this, there exists a form 
of hemoglobinuria which is to be consider- 
ed as a special affection, and which has 
been termed winter or paroxysmal hemo- 
globinuria. In general, this disease is sel- 
dom met with. The majority of such cases 
have been recorded in English, American, 
and German literature ; very few have been 
recorded in French literature, and still fewer 
in Russian. The disease presents the fol- 
lowing symptoms: The patient is seized 
with it in paroxysms, hence the name pat- 
oxysmal. In the intervals he is perfectly 
well, though exhausted and weak owing to 
the loss of the blood corpusles which have 
been destroyed, but besides this general 
weakness he does not complain of any 
thing. The attack isin most cases produced 
by cold, and for this reason the affection 
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is chiefly observed in winter, whence the 
alternative name, “ winter ” hemoglobinuria. 
It is the effect of cold on hands and feet 
which especially produces the affection. 
Sometimes one is able to bring on an attack 
artificially. Rosenbach gave one of his pa- 
tients a cold bath in summer and an attack 
resulted. The sensations of the patient in 
the attack are very unpleasant: he yawns 
constantly ; he is then seized with shivering 
through the whole of the body, which is fol- 
lowed by heat and perspiration (a tempera- 
ture of 40° C. and upward has been ob- 
served). The patient then passes urine 
which is of the color of blood; the same 
color may be noticed two or three times in 
the subsequent twenty-four hours, and then 
it dissappears. The albumen in the urine 
coagulates and forms a compact mass which 
rises to the surface and has a brown color 
due to the blood-pigment which it contains. 
If you boil this sediment with alcohol ren- 
dered acid by dilute sulphuric acid, the pig- 
ment is absorbed by it and the sediment 
remains uncolored. Sometimes casts are to 
be found in the urine, but this is an excep- 
tion; there may, indeed, be blood casts, for 
the hemoglobin may coagulate while still in 
the urinary passages. We know by our ex- 
perience in cases of transfusion that the 
coagulated hemoglobin may even block the 
urinary passages. Sometimes hyaline casts 
are also to be found. When the attack has 
passed off the casts disappear together with 
the pigment, and the urine again becomes 
clear. The attacks may occur at different 
intervals, and they are very injurious to the 
patient, for they have the same influence as 
losses of blood. 

How does hemoglobinuria arise? Pro- 
bably by the influence of cold. If we 
make blood freeze, the blood corpuscles are 
destroyed, and we have then blood with a 
color like lacdye. During the attack there 
circulates in the vessels ruby-colored blood, 
that is to say, besides the red blood corpus- 
cles there is there free hemoglobin ; this fact 
was proved by the abstraction of blood by 
means of a cupping-glass during an attack. 
Clinical observation thus entitles us to sug- 
gest that it is the influence of cold which 
destroys the blood-cells. We believe that 
in these cases the red blood corpuscles have 
less resistance to low temperatures than 
usual, and are destroyed; the hemoglobin 
is said to have an influence on the vaso- 
motor center, hence the shivering, followed 
by heat and perspiration. As to the prog- 


nosis, the disease lasts in some cases several 
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years and then disappeafs suddenly. In 
some patients we obtain good results from 
anti-syphilitic treatment, even when the dis- 
ease has not a syphilitic. origin. Besides 
this the patient must have good nourish- 
ment; he must live on meat, milk, eggs, 
and wine, and iron must be given to him. 
If we do not succzed in curing the patient 
in this way, we must order him to a milder 
climate during the winter. 


Some Curious Symptoms IN LEPRosy.— 
When I first went to Calcutta, I saw a case 
in which my friend the late Dr. Allan Webb 
gave me some excellent hints on the diag- 
nosis of obscure leprosy. A pilot in the 
decline of life appears to have become 
slightly disorded in mind, having sent an 
insolent message to his superior. I was 
upon a committee who had to examine him 
and to report upon his condition. His ap- 
pearance was European, but we understood 
that he had a strain of dark blood. His 
right forearm was considerably wasted, and 
the fingers, especially the little and ring fin- 
ger, much contracted and bunched, and 
hardened like bird’s claws. His counten- 
ance appeared quite natural. Dr. Webb 
showed us that the ulnar nerve on the dis- 
eased side was thickened and nodular from 
the elbow downward, and that the earlobes 
were much enlarged, pentulous, hardened, and 
thickened. Dr. Webb said that this condi- 
tion of the ears is a crucial test in all cases 
of chronic leprosy, however obscure the 
other symptoms may be. I think that it is 
M. Marx who says that the French cagofs, 
who are descended from lepers, are distin- 
guished by not having the ear-lobes devel- 
oped. Soon after I read this I noticed that 
one of the ear-lobes of a handsome English 
lady was entirely wanting, evidently by con- 
genital defect. In my experience Webb’s 
test has never failed, but the deposit may 
be slight. ‘“Rotundity of the pulps of the 
ears” is one of the signs of leprosy given 
by Barnhard Gordon, in his early descrip- 
tion of English leprosy, cited by Sir J. 
Simpson. 

In June, 1883, Dr. Thin stated, at the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society (Medical Times 
and Gazette, vol. i., for 1883, p. 713), thata 
bacillus had been found-in Norwegian lep- 
rosy by Hansen, in the leprosy of Southern 
Europe by Cornil and Suchard, by Majocci 
and Pellizari, and in a leper from South 
America by Kebner. Dr. Thin found it in 
three cases of Chinese leprosy, in material 
supplied him by Dr. Manson, of Amoy ; 
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in West Indian leprosy in tubercles sent him 
by Dr. Hillis, of Demarara, and in the 
epiglottis of a leper patient who died in New 
South Wales. He also observed bacilli in 
the blood of a leper patient from Hindoostan. 

Popular opinion, in Europe and in India, 
has generally held leprosy to be contagious ; 
but I am unacquainted with any indisputa- 
ble facts in support of this idea. I knew a 
Calcutta leper, of European habits, who had 
been married for many years to a woman who 
appeared to be perfectly free from the dis- 
ease. Mr. Vincent Richards mentions the 
case of a Mahomedan shop-keeper seventy 
years old, married fifty vears, with two chil- 
dren, whose wife was not affected.—Dr. NV. 
Chevers, in Medical Times. 


DeracHED RETINA; WOLFE’S OPERATION; 
Cure. — J. McGregor-Robertson, M. A., 
M.B., C. M. (London Medical Times), re- 
ports the following : The patient was a man 
aged seventy years, who came for treatment 
to the Glasgow Ophthalmic Institution on 
the 23d of August last. Pupil imperfectly 
dilatable, tension normal, a large retinal 
detachment at the lower and outer portion 
of the fundus and some floating pigment. 
The detachment completely obscured the 
fundus when one looked straight into the 
eye. But when the eye was rotated strong- 
ly inward a glimpse of the disk could be 
got. It appeared only moderately clouded. 
There were a few floating shreds in the 
part of the vitreous not implicated in the 
detachment. Vision was almost completely 
abolished. The patient could not see the 
lamp held before him, nor could he discern 
the shadow of a hand held in front of him. 
Away to one side, however, he could catch 
a glimpse of the white cuff on the wrist of 
the hand held up, though when trying to 
touch it he missed it. As he himself ex- 
pressed it he was “ perfectly blind but for a 
wee bit blink away to the one side.” In the 
left eye no floating body could be discerned 
through the undilated pupil. I considered 
the detachment one suitable for operation 
and requested the man to return on the fol 
lowing Monday, August 25th, when Dr. 
Wolfe confirmed my diagnosis, and thought 
it a favorable case. For, although the 


blindness was altogether out of proportion 
to the extent of the detachment, and al- 
though the remaining clear portion of the 
retina failed to form images, the chances 
afforded by an operation should not be with- 
held in such a case, since, when a large re- 
tinal surface becomes detached, the rest be- 


comes torpid and then loses sensibility. It 
is remarkable that after the withdrawal of 
the effused fluid, the retina not only regains 
its function but the detached portion applies 
itself to its old site. When the macula is 
not involved, normal vision becomes estab- 
lished; but when the macula loses percep- 
tion of light by long detachment there is 
eccentric fixation; that is, a neighboring 
portion of the retina is used for it. In this 
case the signs of commencing embarrass. 
ment in the other eye (the left) also indicated 
the desirability of the operation to remove 
the effused fluid. 

The operation was performed on the 2d 
of September, Dr. Kirkwood, of Rutherglen, 
along with myself assisting. Having intro- 
duced the speculum, Dr. Wolfe then made a 
vertical incision into the conjunctiva and 
fibrous capsule at the outer and lower angle 
of the cul-de-sac. The edges of the wound 
were separated by two small strabismus 
hooks, and the eyeball having been rotated 
upward and inward, Dr. Wolfe entered 
the sclerotome through the sclerotic into 
the sac of the detachment. A large quan- 
ity of brownish fluid followed the with- 
drawal of the instrument The wound was 
brought together by two fine silk ligatures, 
and the patient was put to bed. 

On the sixth day after the operation the 
ligatures were removed. There was not 
the slightest reaction in the eye, which 
looked healthy and clear. The left eye was 
blindfolded, and it was found that with the 
right he could see every thing and every per- 
son in the room, and walk to any part of it 
without hesitation. 

ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

OrFIciAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army, from October 19, 1884, 
to October 25, 1884: 

Alden, Charles H., Major and Surgeon, relieved 
from duty at Ft. Yates, D. T., and ordered for duty 
at Ft. Snelling, Minn. S. O. 125 Dept. Dak., Oct. 
20, 1884.) Vickery, R. S., Maj. and Surgeon, dur- 
ing temporary absence of Maj. J. C. McKee,Surgeon 


. U.S. A,, Medical Director of the Department in ad- 


dition to his other duties, will assume charge of the 
office of the Medical Director. (G. O. 34, Hdqr’s 
Dept. Col., Oct. 8, 1884.) Winne. C. X., Captain 
and assistant Surgeon, in addition to his duties as 
Post Surgeon at Benicia Barracks, will also attend 
the sick at Benicia Arsenal, Cal. (S. O. 122, 
Hdgqr’s Dept. Cal., Oct. 13, 1884.) Strong Norton, 
First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned 
to duty at Ft. Union,N.M. (S.O. 198, Dept. Mo., 
Oct. 4, 1884.) Phillips, Jno. L., First Lieutenant 
and Assistant Surgeon, transferred from Depart: 
ment of the East to Department of Dakota. 6. 
O. 245, A. G. O., Oct. 18, 1884.) 
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